nr  . "T~hen the court was settling down to the new
%A/  regime and trying to understand what was
T  T     expected of it, place-seekers began to draw
certain conclusions and to adapt themselves accordingly.
Usana was going to be an easy king; hunting was likely
to takethe place of philosophy; girls would be judged on
their looks and wit. Drink, too, was coming in again;
Kyazwa's court had been dry in every sense. It was fur-
ther noticed that Thihathu, the heir-apparent, who was
just of age, had turned out earnest like his grandfather,
but far less good-natured. He considered himself a
gifted administrator, a delusion his ancestor had never
entertained. Though of some capacity, he had no pees-
ence, and his manners were awkward and sometimes
rude.

The big person was Ymthingyan, the Chief Min-
ister. Lightly built, with a strain of Indian blood which
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